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Overview 

The BSEC-Black Sea Economic Cooperation was initiated in 1992 as an informal 

intergovernmental meeting on Black Sea Economic Cooperation and was converted into 

an international economic organization on 1 May 1999, with the coming into force of its 

Charter signed in June 1998 in Yalta. 

The BSEC has its headquarters in Istanbul and is composed of twelve member states 

(Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldavia, Romania, the 

Russian Federation, Serbia, Turkey and the Ukraine). The following countries and 

international organisations have been granted observer status: Austria, Belarus, Croatia, 

the Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Poland, Slovakia, Tunisia, the 

US, as well as the (non-governmental) International Black Sea Club, the Energy Charter 

Secretariat and the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution. 

The BSECs work is based on procedural rules providing for decision-making with 

specific types of majority, depending on the subject, although the general view is that 

efforts are made for BSEC decisions to be taken unanimously. The principal regular 

decision making organ of the Organization is the Council of the Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs, while the procedural and substantive functions of the BSEC are being coordinated 

by a rotating six-month Chairmanship, undertaken by the Member States in alphabetical 

order (Hellenic Chairmanship from 1st of June 2010 - 31st of December 2010). The 

decision making within the BSEC is, apart from the Summit, bestowed upon the Council 

which may charge subsidiary organs to make a decision on a particular question and 

inform the Council on it. The Council shall, in principle, be convened at least once every 

six months. Additional meetings of the Council may be held upon the request of one or 

more of the Member States, subject to consensus of the Member States. According to the 

issues being set in the Agenda, the Members States of the BSEC are also represented by 

their respective Minister (i.e. Ministers of Transport, Ministers of Energy). 

The seat of the Permanent International Secretariat (PERMIS) is in Instanbul. On 1 

May 2006, Greek Ambassador Mr. Leonidas Chrysanthopoulos assumed the post of 

Secretary General of the BSEC Permanent International Secretariat; he was elected, 

through consensus by the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the BSEC member 

states (Bucharest, 26/4/2006). 

 

Other Bodies related with the BSEC Organisation are: (i) The BSEC Parliamentary 

Assembly (PABSEC). The seat of the International Secretariat of the PABSEC is in 
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Istanbul; (ii) the BSEC Business Council, which reflects the importance attributed by the 

Organization to improving the business environment and extending cooperation across the 

Black Sea region. The seat of the Secretariat of the BSEC Business Council is in Istanbul; 

(iii) The Black Sea Trade and Development Bank, which is the Organizations funding 

mechanism, is based in Thessaloniki; (iv) The International Center for Black Sea Studies 

(ICBSS), headquartered in Athens. It is acknowledged as the Organizations de facto think-

tank and covers cooperation between scientific and academic communities of the BSEC 

member states, and its promotion through other similar foundations and organisations. The 

Project Development Fund is another valuable tool for developing regional economic 

cooperation, providing funding opportunities for member state public and private agencies 

entrusted with carrying out preliminary feasibility studies for development projects. This 

Fund operates within the framework of the BSEC International Secretariat. 

Intergovernmental cooperation within the BSEC focuses principally on the fields of 

energy, transport, communications, trade and economic development, banking and 

finance, institutional renewal and good governance, combating organised crime, 

environmental protection, agriculture, cooperation in healthcare issues, emergency 

assistance, research and development, education, tourism, culture, facilitating the transport 

of goods and customs procedures, exchange of statistical data and the promotion of SMEs. 

 

 

The BSEC region 

The Black Sea area has been the cradle of different civilizations since ancient times. 

The region is full of crossroads between Asia and Europe where people of different 

nationalities, trades, cultures and religions intermingled. The area has passed through 

periods of peace and tranquillity were followed by protracted conflicts and wars. But 

despite the conflicts and the several disputes, the Black Sea area is well known for its 

developed trade relations and contacts. Attempts to implement a status of peace and 

stability were undertaken quite a few times in order to build bridges of rapprochement 

between the states of the region. Inspite of the efforts, only in the last decade of the 

twentieth century however, when the atmosphere of the cold war, suspicion and mistrust 

has receded, have the countries of the Black Sea area been able to undertake bold steps in 

that direction. The need to come together and decide how, in the age of the globalization 

of economies, while having valuable assets in their possession, such as geographical 

proximity, common history, cultural bonds and the interdependence of their national 
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economies could be efficiently combined and work in benefit and prosperity of the states 

of the region.  

In June 1992, the Heads of State and Government of eleven countries: Albania, 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey and 

Ukraine met upon the invitation of the Government of Turkey in Istanbul. This Summit 

was successfully crowned with the signing of the historic document: "Summit Declaration 

on Black Sea Economic Cooperation."  The day of 25 June 1992 launched the process 

known to the world today is the Black Sea Economic Cooperation and the BSEC 

introduced a new approach on regional co-operation. The declaration on the BSEC was 

definitely setting up a regional structure of multilateral co- operation in various fields of 

economic activity and the results were to be seen. 

Whilst a new model of co-operation was introduced with the "Summit Declaration on 

Black Sea Economic Cooperation", the basis of it is found in already existing international 

organizations and institutions. The Declaration embodies goals and principles which are in 

full conformity with the provisions of the United Nations Charter, the provisions of the 

Paris Charter for a New Europe, the provisions in the Helsinki Final Act and the 

Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe. The values of democracy, the 

protection and promotion of fundamental human rights, the reach of prosperity through 

economic liberty and social justice and equal security are some of the prime targets 

fostering interaction and harmony among the BSEC member-states.   

As it is proclaimed in the documents of the Summit Declaration, the BSEC aims “to 

ensure that the Black Sea becomes a sea of peace, stability and prosperity, encouraging 

friendly and good- neighbourly relations. The accomplishment of the BSEC objectives 

will undoubtedly contribute to the mutual understanding between the states of the area, 

and will for sure work towards the implementation of a status of peace, stability and 

security in the region. The fact that the Heads of the member-states of the BSEC clarified 

in their Summit Declaration that their economic co- operation shall be developed in a 

manner not contravening their obligations and not preventing the promotion of relations of 

the member-states with third parties, including international organizations as well as the 

European Union and co- operation within regional initiatives, apparently demonstrates 

their will to cultivate good neighbourhood relations, while serving their duties in other 

international or regional initiatives that were already taken or will be taken in the future. 

This statement would definitely help this new model of co-operation to succeed and work 

along with other international or regional institutions that will allow a further development 

for the region and the participating states. 
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The BSEC region is located at the crossroads between Europe, Asia and the Middle 

East. It has a total population of 330 million, endowed   with rich resources of oil, natural 

gas and raw materials, a strong scientific and technological database and high quality 

human resources. 

Other important features of the BSEC region are as follows:  

- A total territory of 19 million square km 

- A total GDP of  nearly $1 trillion , 

- A total  trade volume of $400 billion, 

- A rapidly growing economy, 

- Improving business climate 

- Strategic location on the transport routes of hydrocarbons, 

- Rich and large agricultural areas. 

With the establishment of the Permanent International Secretariat (PERMIS) in 

Istanbul, the Black Sea  Trade and Development Bank in  Thessaloniki  and the BSEC  

coordination center  for the exchange of the statistical data and economic information in 

Ankara, the BSEC has created  the necessary institutional, financial and analytical  

instruments  for its efficient  functioning  and for  the attainment  of the objectives  set 

forth  in the summit declaration. 
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Topic Area A: 

BSEC and EU cooperation in the field of energy 
Towards a future Joint BSEC-EU Action Plan for Regional Energy Security? 

 

Foreword 

The adoption of the BSEC Declaration on Cooperation with the EU in the field of 

Energy in April 2008 (Kyiv, Ukraine) has set the directions of interaction between the two 

International Organisations in the above-mentioned field. Evaluating the efforts have been 

done so far, while exploring the possibilities and the viability of such a joint venture, as 

being proposed in the BSEC Declaration, are going to be the main issues to be discussed 

by the Ministers of Energy of the BSEC Member States. 

The possibility of forming a Joint Action Plan on Energy seems to be the next step 

that should be taken in order to have a stable and secure energy supplying system, which 

will not only improve the production and the transportation of energy, but it can also 

ensure a better level of energy supplies in EU. Furthermore, such an action will reinforce 

the European democratic aspect of view in the region of Black Sea and will lead to a stable 

peripheral trans-European politico-economic space. Regarding the BSEC side, a Joint 

Action Plan will attribute to the development of the region, strengthen the regional 

economies through the energy trade, and create a strong basis for a general improvement 

of the level of living for the citizens of the states in the region.   

 

 

BSEC and EU co-operation 

It can be said that, for the regional countries, the BSEC is a preparation ground for 

integration with a larger Europe. It aims at establishing co-operation among its members 

patterns in various fields, a co-operation which definitely will facilitate European 

integration. The BSEC promotes suitable means for the dissemination and adoption by its 

members of certain norms, standards and practices as well as principles and policies of the 

EU which have taken shape over years of accumulated experience and which have stood 

the test of time. Within the EU's mission to develop strategies capable of focusing on 

appropriate targets, to define common interests and to identify problematic areas, it can 

surely be said that the BSEC is one of those targets that has EU raised its interest upon 

during the last decades.  
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EU has always been developing strategies and initiatives that dealed with issues 

outside the defined borders of the Union. Neighbourhood policy and Regional policy have 

been constantly renewed by EU in order to achieve its goals and to promote its interests. 

But it was proved that, developing a comprehensive policy is necessary but not sufficient 

for achieving all the targets that were set and that a stronger involvement of EU in other 

regions would lead to accomplice the objectives that were set. Therefore, a stronger co-

operation is what EU has been trying to institutionalise with other organizations, regions 

and states.  

The most initiatives were taken by the EU side, since the Union certainly would like 

to launch cooperation with the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, an organisation 

comprising 12 member- states in a region of strategic importance, stretching from the 

Caspian Sea and Transcaucasia to Bulgaria, Serbia and Albania. A strong BSEC-EU 

collaboration is a great challenge for EU, since the Black Sea is acquiring a status equal to 

the Mediterranean area or North Europe. Towards this direction, the field of Energy offers 

a wide range of opportunities upon which many initiatives can be developed. And upon 

the field of Energy, EU and BSEC have started to build a more intensive and coherent 

relationship and co-operation. 

The first token of co-operation between EU and BSEC was the Summit Declaration of 

the Heads of State and Government of the BSEC Member States in Moscow, in October 

25th, 1996. This Summit Declaration affirmed their political will to co-operate with the 

EU in fields of common interest. It has also invited the EU institutions to work out a 

common platform for developing closer contacts and cooperation. 

In 1997, the European Commission circulated the Communication “Regional 

cooperation in the Black Sea area: State of play, perspectives for EU action encouraging 

its further development,” based on a EU experts full scale study on the situation in the 

Black Sea region. This communication was highlighting the strategic importance of the 

region, elaborating on the role BSEC could play in that respect and possible priority 

objectives for cooperation between the two organizations.  

The Communication of the European Commission was followed up by a formal 

proposal coming this time from the side of the BSEC. In 1999, the Council of Ministers of 

the organization adopted the Platform for Cooperation between BSEC and the EU. The 

character of the document was mostly declarative character but it was some kind of 

initiative that could help the strengthening of the affairs between the two organizations.  

The accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the EU gave a new impetus to the 

development of the relations between EU and BSEC. After the decision on accession of 
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these states, a series of initiatives took place, such the special meeting of the BSEC 

Committee of Senior Officials with representatives of EU institutions and Member States 

which took place in Brussels on April 11, 2005. Later on, an ad hoc Group of Experts was 

established with the task of preparing a material on EU- BSEC interaction. 

Following the work of the group, the BSEC foreign ministers took advantage of 

Greece double membership in the BSEC and the EU in order to raise the issue of the EU 

regional approach towards the Black Sea. This resulted to a series of BSEC- EU meetings 

on various levels. These meetings lead to the communication of several declarations and 

initiatives. One of the most important initiatives taken, that will be analyzed later, is the 

publishing on April 11, 2007, of the European Commission Communication proposing 

“Black Sea Synergy – A new regional cooperation initiative” 

Apart from the Communication COM(2007) 160final, another important step was 

taken in favour of further co-operation between the two organizations. On 25 June 2007 at 

the organisation’s 15th Anniversary Summit held in Istanbul, the BSEC decided to grant 

to the European Commission the Observer Status of the BSEC. 

The first high-level BSEC-EU event was decided to be the ministerial meeting in 

Kiev. At the meeting the BSEC and EU officials declared their intention to launch 

numerous projects in areas ranging from energy to environment. But in the past years 

BSEC could propose very few attractive projects to be funded by the EU in these fields. 

On the other hand, the European Commission stressed at the consultation the readiness of 

the BSEC to commit certain institutional and financial resources to such projects would be 

the best way to prove of the BSEC dutifulness to develop such co-operation. One of the 

fields upon which BSEC could develop such projects, is the major field of Energy.  

 

 

Latest Developments 

In the last years the meetings between the Council of Ministers of EU and BSEC lead 

to the adoption of several documents such as the “Black Sea Synergy A New Regional Co- 

operation Initiative”, issued by the European Commission and the Statement of Foreign 

Ministers of BSEC Member-States on a reinforced BSEC-EU relationship. The basic facts 

of these two documents will be analyzed.  

Following many decades of efforts spearheaded by the member-states of BSEC and 

EU, the European Commission issued on 11.04.2007 the Communication to the Council 

and the European Parliament under the title “Black Sea Synergy A New Regional Co- 

operation Initiative”. This communication forms the base for a future EU- BSEC co- 
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operation. As it is stated in the Introduction of the Communication, “the prosperity, 

stability and security of our neighbours around the Black Sea are of immediate concern to 

the EU” . The energy market of the Black Sea region, the environmental issues, the 

insufficiency on borders control and the unsolved issues between some of the states 

require solutions that should be taken along with EU and the BSEC member states. Co-

operation between these two organizations is the first step that should be taken, and the 

field of energy offers many opportunities for a closer interaction between these two 

organizations. As it is found in the Communication, article 3.4 refers to the issue of 

Energy and its importance to EU:   

 

“ 3.4. Energy 

The Black Sea region is a production and transmission area of strategic 

importance for EU energy supply security. It offers significant potential for 

energy supply diversification and it is therefore an important component of the 

EU’s external energy strategy. Energy supply security diversification is in the 

interest of our partners in the region, as well as the EU. 

The Commission will continue to enhance its relations with energy 

producers, transit countries and consumers in a dialogue on energy security. 

This dialogue will promote legal and regulatory harmonization through the 

Baku Initiative (See Annex I) and in the framework of the ENP and the EU-

Russia Energy Dialogue. This would be pursued also through the expansion, 

when appropriate, of the Energy Community Treaty to Moldova, Turkey and 

Ukraine, also through the Memoranda of Understanding with Azerbaijan and 

Ukraine, PCA and trade agreements, WTO accession negotiations and, where 

appropriate, via other bilateral energy agreements. The objective is to provide a 

clear, transparent and non-discriminatory framework, in line with the EU 

acquis, for energy production, transport and transit. 

The EU is also helping the countries of the region to develop a clearer focus 

on alternative energy sources and on energy efficiency and energy saving, which 

will release important energy resources. 

The EU is working closely with regional partners to enhance energy 

stability through the upgrading of existing and the construction of new energy 

infrastructure. In this context, the Commission is developing, in cooperation 

with its partners, a new trans-Caspian trans-Black Sea energy corridor. This 

corridor will include several technical options for additional gas exports from 
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Central Asia through the Black Sea region to the EU. In addition, given the 

growing quantities of oil transiting the Black Sea, which have led to increasing 

safety and environmental concerns, the EU has a specific interest in developing 

a sustainable and ecological oil dimension to its co-operation in the region. 

Already a number of Bosphorus bypass projects are under consideration. (See 

Annex I) 

The EU therefore should encourage the significant investments necessary to 

achieve the above objectives. 

Finally, for the medium term and as proposed in the recent Communication 

on an Energy Policy for Europe7, the Commission will examine the possibility of 

a legal framework between the EU and the ENP region that covers the common 

interests of security of supply, of transit and of demand. A feasibility study will 

be launched to determine whether it is necessary to develop such an overall 

legal framework covering producer, transit and consumer countries.”  

In the above article taken by the Communication COM(2007) 160 final, it is 

obvious that co-operation on the energy field is one of the goals set for both 

organizations. What it is more interesting is that, EU not only seeks for 

interaction in policy level, but also enhances co-operation between the two 

organizations by proposing the set of a legal framework. It is for sure that, the 

setting of such a legal framework between EU and BSEC will contribute to a 

stronger co-operation, but will also help the energy market to work in a more 

stable and secure way. Such a development will attribute to the general progress 

and security of the region. Furthermore, a legal framework will determine rules 

and procedures that will be followed for the energy production, transportation 

and transit, leading to a better level of the energy supplies security. In addition, 

the strategic goals set for both the EU and the BSEC in the field of energy, will 

be efficiently achieved under a common regulation and legal harmonization 

system, which needs to coact the enrolment of these two organizations in the 

energy co-operation between them. 

The Council of BSEC and EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs decided to 

substantially bolster the strengthening of the institutional relationship between 

the two organisations by signing an initiative on EU-Black Sea regional 

cooperation. This initiative was signed in Kyive, in February 2008 and included 

measures regarding the implementation of the abovementioned initiative. The 

signing of the initiative was followed by a joint communiqué that was issued at 
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the end of the meeting, between the Foreign Ministers, and it was mainly focused 

on expressing their will to promote closer cooperation between their countries 

on a number of priority areas, such as developing transport and energy 

infrastructure, environmental protection through the creation of sectoral 

partnerships, whilst recognising the BSEC’s important role. Furthermore, the 

previous special council of BSEC Foreign Ministers (Kyiv, 14/2/2008) adopted a 

Statement of Foreign Ministers of BSEC Member-States on a reinforced BSEC-

EU relationship. Statements were delivered by the EU, the BSEC and a joint 

statement had also come out. The joint statement of the ministers of the EU and 

the BSEC member-states  recognises the important role to be played by BSEC, 

but also notes that “the Black Sea Synergy will at the same time remain open to 

all appropriate cooperation possibilities provided by other regional bodies and 

initiatives”. There is reference also to the Black Sea Synergy benefiting from the 

formation of “Black Sea partnerships involving various stakeholders from the 

EU and wider Black Sea area”, which, more concretely, can mean the creation 

of operational trust funds that could help the development and success of several 

projects in the area.  

The most recent statement came out in 2009, in Armenia. In Yerevan (20th 

March of 2009), the Ministers of Energy of the BSEC member states, released a 

Declaration that was focusing on the state of co-operation between EU and the 

BSEC. The need to intensify stronger co-operative relations between the two 

organizations in the energy field is stressed out this declaration. As it is written 

in the official text, the Ministers have agreed to put effort on in order to:   

 “Develop inter-system connections of the energy markets of the BSEC 

Member States with the aim to further integrate them as well as diminish 

individual risks of the BSEC Member States ” . 

 

And among other statements, one of the most important is the one that refers to the 

Joint Action Plan between the two organizations, and therefore, the Ministers of Energy 

decided to  

“Take steps to further elaborate on the Joint BSEC-EU Plan of Action in 

energy with the aim of its adoption by both sides ”. 

All the recent actions that were taken by the BSEC in the field of Energy show that 

the need for a stronger co-operation between EU-BSEC is where both organizations are 

targeting to. The need for an applicable and effective way towards this direction seems to 
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be the implementation of a Joint Action Plan that would clarify the status of the co-

operation between the two organizations and would be the base upon which common 

actions, programs and projects regarding the field of Energy will be developed.   

 

 

Proposal on a Regional Energy Security Action Plan Joint by EU and BSEC 

EU has clearly stated its interest on developing projects relating to facilitation of the 

production, transportation and transition of energy around its region. Therefore, the need 

to ensure a stable and secure system that would facilitate all the working procedures 

relative to energy supplies is imperative. What the European has been looking for, is the 

development of projects along with countries or regions of interest, which intents to 

support and assist both financially and technically, in order to reassure the success of 

them.  

As it was stated in the Statement of Ministers of BSEC Member-States in Kyiv, the 

development of a BSEC regional energy strategy based on the provisions of the BSEC 

Declaration would set a strong base on a future EU- BSEC co-operation in the field of 

energy. What shows the strong will of the BSEC member-states to commit to a strong EU- 

BSEC co-operation is the statement they made in the Declaration that they should “explore 

on the possibilities for the beginning of a coordinated process of harmonization of 

legislation and regulation in the field of energy between BSEC Member States and the 

European Union”. 

European Union is the centre of the energy co-operation, and the BSEC points to the 

development of practical, purpose-oriented cooperation with the European Commission to 

enhance synergies of the EU and BSEC regional initiatives in the field of energy. 

Therefore, they invite the EU to support BSEC efforts in ensuring energy security in the 

region. In addition, they propose the exchange of information, expertise and best practices, 

as well as training programmes between BSEC and the EU. 

The need to enhance a strong energy co-operation with other organizations is cleary 

stated by the Ministers, while making an open to the energy market players with long-term 

strategic interests in the development of energy in the region of Black Sea. But before 

proceeding with such an opening, the Member-States of the BSEC should have completed 

their obligations related to the Compendium of National Energy Strategies.  

In the above Statement, it is a clear call to “explore on the possibilities of the 

elaboration of joint BSEC-EU Action Plan in the field of energy”. This Action Plan would 

include all the above mentioned proposals that would lead to the strengthening of the co-
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operation between the two organizations, and furthermore, this Action Plan would 

cultivate a well-working climate between the bodies and the institutions of the EU and the 

BSEC, a climate that could be the base to reassure the security of the energy supplies and 

the production and transition procedures of it.  

 The need to adopt such an initiative is also highlightened by the Greek Chairman 

in office, who has recently stated that there is an intention “to introduce the turn towards a 

future-oriented, green development agenda, an economy that invests and takes steps 

forward, by incorporating modern approaches for environmentally sound growth, into the 

areas of cooperation within the framework of BSEC”.   

 The adoption of a Joint Action on Regional Energy Security will work towards the 

enhancement of the goals that have been set in previous declarations by EU and the BSEC. 

The Joint Action Plan should provide the means for a stronger interaction between the 

related to the energy field institutional bodies of the two organizations. Where the 

attention should be focused is to the harmonization of the regulation between the two 

groups of the member-states of the organization. All the member states of BSEC that are 

also members of the EU have been inline with the Union’s regulation, but there is a big 

distance that must be covered by the other non-EU members of the BSEC. A Joint Action 

Plan should also include provisions that focus on the procedures of the energy production, 

energy transportation and transit, as well as, on a system that would reassure a level of 

security during all the procedures on the energy field. The European Union already has the 

technical means and the experience in this area, and in this case, the member-states of the 

BSEC must be helped out by the Union and its expertise. A common platform, on which 

technology, innovation and funds projects will run, is a necessity that should be formed in 

order to reach a high level of development in the energy field of the Black Sea region.  In 

addition, issues that should be covered under the Joint Action Plan are the level of energy 

supplies that will be set under the works of the Joint Action Plan and the type of energy 

(gas, oil, electric power, natural resources etc). Another feature that should be taken into 

consideration is the implementation of a formal body which will work under the auspices 

of the Joint Action Plan provisions, and will be constituted by experts on behalf of the EU 

and the BSEC, that will offer their knowledge and will supervise the actions taken under 

the Joint Action Plan.  

It for sure a Joint Action Plan on Energy Security that will strengthen co- operation 

and good relations between the member-states of the two organizations. But what is 

awaited from such an initiative is a system that will reassure security of the energy 
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supplies for the EU and a prosperous economic and trade development by the BSEC in the 

region. 

 

 

Conclusions 

The Black Sea region is moving towards a new phase of development and the need to 

meet the exigencies of these times is more than evident. The states of the BSEC have 

declared in the most official way their preposition for assimilation and participation in 

initiatives resulting in co-operation and well convergence of the national energy and 

climate policies. The Baku Declaration, signed by the BSEC Energy Ministers, declares 

that Energy and Climate Policy are prominent areas for cooperation among BSEC member 

states, especially in the context of the security of the EU energy supply as well as 

emerging regional energy and emission markets. The adoption of a Joint Action Plan that 

would include provisions covering the above issues, is what is needed in order to put into 

practice a stronger co-operation between EU and BSEC and all the related statements and 

declarations that have taken place between the two organizations in the past.   

 

 

 

Bibliography / Useful Links   

http://www.allcountries.org/bsec/bsec_general_assembly_050506.html  

http://www.bsec-

business.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&Itemid=3  

http://www.photius.com/bsec/mpa991118.html  

http://www.photius.com/bsec/EU_regional_dimention.pdf  

 http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/pdf/com07_160_en.pdf  

http://www.mfa.gr/www.mfa.gr/en-

US/Policy/Multilateral+Diplomacy/International+Organizations/Black+Sea+Economic+Coo

peration/Greek+Chairmanship+of+the+Black+Sea+Economic+Cooperation+Organization+(

June+1st-+December+31st+2010)/Greek+BSEC+Chairmanship+Priorities/  

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/blacksea/doc/com08_391_en.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/strategies/2009/2009_07_ser2_en.htm  

http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=22304&id_type=1&lang_id=450  

http://dspace.lib.uom.gr/handle/2159/1876  



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 16/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

http://www.iea.org/textbase/nppdf/free/2000/blacksea2000.pdf  

http://www.encharter.org/index.php?id=7&L=0  

http://www.bsrec.bg/  

http://www.bsrec.bg/en/projects/id/24.html  

http://www.bsrec.bg/en/projects/id/8.html  

http://www.energy-community.org/portal/page/portal/ENC_HOME  

http://energy.eu/  

https://www.entsoe.eu/  

http://www.iea.org/  

http://ec.europa.eu/eaci/  

http://www.ewea.org/  

http://www.erec.org/  

http://www.worldenergy.org/  

http://www.acus.org/event/black-sea-energy-and-economic-forum-2010  

 



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 17/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

Topic Area B: 

Implementing the Memorandum of Understanding on the 

Development of the Motorways of the Sea at the BSEC Region 

 

 

Foreword 

The Member States of the BSEC, in 2007, having recognized the need for smooth, 

safe, secure and environmentally friendly sea-transport systems, adopted the 

aforementioned Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). The concept of the Motorways of 

the Sea (MoS), as defined in the Report of the Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on 

the Development of the MoS, in March 2010, could be used as a key tool to promote the 

reduction of the road congestion and/or to improve the access to peripheral and island 

regions and States of the BSEC. The latest developments concerning the implementation 

of the MoU of MoS are going to be reviewed by the Ministers of Transport of the BSEC 

Member States, whereas attention should be paid to the advancement of means and 

services for the maritime transport in the BSEC region.  

 

 

Introductory Remarks on the Motorways of the Sea  

Coming now to the development of maritime infrastructure, a Memorandum of 

Understanding on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea (MoS) entered into force 

on 1 December 2008. The MoU is an important legal instrument for enhancing the 

cooperation on policy matters regarding the development of the MoS and/or extending the 

MoS already established in the European Union to the BSEC region and support business 

initiatives on the basis of mutual benefit as well. 

The MoS are intended to concentrate flows of freight on sea-based logistical routes 

and in such a way to improve existing maritime links or to establish new viable, regular 

and frequent maritime links for the transport of goods and persons among the BSEC 

Member States and/or between BSEC Member States and the EU Member States, when 

possible, creating a real competitive alternative to land transport. 

The relevant Working Group (WG) on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea 

has already considered a number of issues of conceptual nature which are necessary for 

the implementation of the MoU, in particular, on the presidency, elaboration of a master 

plan, establishment of a MoS Joint Permanent Technical Secretariat (JPTS) and its 



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 18/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

location etc. The WG elaborated on and agreed the plan-concept of the master plan on the 

MoS Development and appointed the Russian Federation as its Chair. Before proceeding 

with the analysis, it is of crucial importance to define the concept of the MoS.   

 

 

Definition of the Motorways of the Sea (MoS)  

The Ad Hoc WG on the Development of the MoS amended and agreed on the 

following definition for the MoS, as declared in its Report BS/WG/MWS/R(2001)1, which 

was adopted in Constanta, Romania, 4-5 March 2010. 

“Motorways of the Sea in the BSEC region” means the development of 

existing maritime links and/or establishment of new ones among the BSEC 

Member States, aiming at facilitation of freight and passenger transport by 

promoting intermodality in an environmentally friendly manner and 

encompassing development of cooperation between the relevant ports in the 

BSEC Member States. MoS shall include improvement of the quality of 

transport services, facilities and procedures concerning at least two ports in 

two different member states, including their hinterland connections, safety 

and security aspects, logistics technology and supply chain management 

systems; simplification and harmonization of administrative and custom 

procedures”. 

During the Meeting of the Ad Hoc WG, the delegation of the Republic of Turkey 

drew attention to the need of the establishment of a MoS web site for the effective 

functioning of the Ad Hoc Working Group and offered to create a web site service on a 

temporary basis until the MoS JPTS has established an operational website.  Some 

delegations expressed appreciation for the proposal of the Republic of Turkey. Some 

delegations referred to the existing practice and the possibility to continue using the BSEC 

PERMIS as a Temporary Secretariat, given that the correspondence is disseminated via 

email and the BSEC web portal. 
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Memorandum of Understanding of the MoS  

 

(Excerpts of the MoU of the MoS) 

… 

Acknowledging the high profile of the concept of ‘Motorways of the Sea’ 

described by the Decision No 884/2004/EC of the European Parliament and the 

Council of 29 April 2004 and its capacity to become a useful marketing tool to 

promote the reduction of the road congestion and/or to improve the access to 

peripheral and island regions and States, 

Considering that the motorways of the sea are intended to concentrate flows of 

freight on sea-based logistical routes in such a way as to improve existing 

maritime links or to establish new viable, regular and frequent maritime links for 

the transport of goods and persons among the BSEC Member States and/or 

between BSEC Member States and the EU Member States, when possible, 

creating a real competitive alternative to land transport, 

Recognizing the need for smooth, safe, secure and environmentally friendly sea-

transport systems, to promote: 

 

Article 1 

The Parties will facilitate and enhance cooperation on policy matters regarding 

the development of the MoS and/or extending the MoS already established in the 

European Union to the BSEC region and support business initiatives on the basis 

of mutual benefit. 

 

Article 2 

The cooperation referred to in Article 1 of this MoU comprises, inter alia, the 

following aspects: 

• encouragement and facilitation of cooperation and exchange of information 

between port administrations, organizations and other interested bodies of the 

BSEC countries in the fields of transport operations, logistics and infrastructure, 

• fostering the training of the BSEC ports personnel and the knowledge share 

between the BSEC ports and/or between the BSEC ports and those of the EU, 

• encouragement and facilitation of sharing experiences/best practices between 

the BSEC ports and/or between the BSEC ports and those of the EU regarding 

port development and implementation of new technologies, 
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• identification of projects of common interest for the BSEC countries, which 

could be further promoted, aiming at the enhancement of the cohesion and the 

contribution to modal shift, 

• safeguarding free and fair competition in international shipping between 

carriers from all BSEC Member States participating in international maritime 

transport operations in order to promote unrestricted and thereby fair 

participation of sea-going vessels of the BSEC Member States in international 

seaborne trade of commercial cargoes, 

• facilitation of access to all modes of transport and promotion of intermodality, 

• enhancement of maritime safety and security in the BSEC region, 

• dissemination of information to all interested bodies in the BSEC countries 

about the basic principles of this MoU and its application. 

…. 

 

 

Latest Developments 

During the latest meetings of the WG and the relevant Council of Ministers, the 

subsequent main Documents have been adopted; among others, they include the following 

provisions: 

 

- Yerevan Declaration on Prospects of Cooperation in the Field of Transport in 

the BSEC Region, Annex III to BS/TM/R(2009)1, 

Yerevan, 27 March, 2009 

… 

4. To make efforts for accelerating the implementation of the Memorandum of 

Understanding on the Development of Motorways of the Sea at the BSEC Region 

resolving the main essential issues of conceptual nature and shaping a harmonized 

approach based on common interest in accordance with principles of feasibility, 

sustainable development, safety and security… 

 

- Report of the Meeting of the BSEC Working Group on Transport, 

BS/TR/WG/R(2010)1,   

Istanbul, 24 March 2010 

… 

b. Development of the Motorways of the Sea in the BSEC Region. 
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13. The WG took note of the information provided by the Russian Presidency in the 

Ad Hoc Working Group on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea and its 

latest developments. In particular, three meetings were held. The Ad Hoc WG 

elaborated on the organizational matters related to its future activities. Romania, the 

Russian Federation and the Republic of Turkey reconfirmed their interest in hosting 

the MoS JPTS.  

14. The Delegation of the Russian Federation proposed to bring the issue on location 

of the Secretariat to the level of ministers of transport. It was suggested to organize 

discussions on the issue at the margins of the Meeting of Ministers of Transport of 

the BSEC Member States to be held in Sofia. 

15. At the same time the Republic of Armenia proposed such a meeting to be 

organized in the format of the ministers of transport of the four interested countries. 

16. The delegations of the Republic of Turkey, Ukraine and Romania expressed their 

position that it will be premature to discuss the issue at the ministerial level as the 

issues of conceptual nature regarding the operation of the Ad Hoc WG have not been 

resolved.  

17. The WG recommended continuing consultations in the Ad Hoc WG on the issue 

among the interested countries in order to find mutually accepted decision. 

18. The delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan, with reference to its position 

reflected in the Report of the Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the 

Development of the Motorways of the Sea (Constanta, 4-5 March 2010), raised an 

issue related to the creation and future functioning of the MoS JPTS. With this 

regard, explanation by PERMIS was given that following the decision of the 18th 

Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the Ad Hoc WG of MoS is not included into 

the list of the BSEC subsidiary organs. Respectively the Ad Hoc WG is invited to 

consider the issues raised by the Azerbaijani delegation… 

 

- Sofia Joint Declaration on Strengthening the Cooperation in the Field of 

Transport in the BSEC Region,  Annex IV to BS/TM/R(2010)1,  

15 April 2010, Sofia, Bulgaria 

… 

Through enhanced BSEC regional transport co-operation towards a sustainable 

economic growth and prosperity  

Have agreed to:  
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Enhance cooperation on the implementation of the Memoranda of Understanding on 

the Coordinated Development of the Black Sea Ring Highway, Motorways of the 

Sea and Facilitation of Road Transport of Goods… 

 

Transport Action Plan of the BSEC Organisation 

The Transport Action Plan of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation determines the 

main directions of the transport cooperation between the BSEC Member States in order to 

create a highly efficient regional transport system, which combines the national transport 

programs with the development plans of the Pan-European transport corridors.1 These 

directions are: 

1. Elaboration of concrete measures for the priority projects implementation aimed 

at the development of the international transport infrastructure in the BSEC 

region. 

2.  Creation of favorable conditions for national, international and private 

investments, especially regarding cooperation between private and public sector 

in financing and operation of transport networks. 

3. Development and harmonization of the transport legislation, improved 

functioning of the border crossing points. 

4.  Coordination of measures for the operation and interaction of different modes 

of transport. 

5. Promotion of transport security conditions 

6.  Introduction of new technologies developing and accelerating the transport 

process, exchange of information. 

7.  Establishment of logistic centers. 

8.  Promotion of progressive transport types and technologies and  

9.  Cooperation in other issues of mutual interest. 

This Plan should be considered as a general framework for the cooperation of the 

BSEC countries in the field of transport. That means that national measures will be 

supplemented by regional efforts to reach the objectives of the program. The Plan is a first 

step to formulate the main priorities of activities, to identify measures and to create a 

framework for further cooperation at regional scale. 

������������������������������������������������������������
1    Romania is the Country Coordinator for the Working Group on Transport for the term May 2009 - 30 

June 2011 
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The aim of this Plan is to promote sustainable transport systems which meet the 

economic, social, environmental and safety needs of the BSEC Member States, to help 

reduce regional disparities and to connect BSEC region infrastructure to the Trans-

European Network, Pan-European and Euro-Asian Corridors through the programs / 

projects linking Europe to Central Asia. 

This plan was drawn up to join the continuous European efforts to set up a common 

transport policy and a Pan European transport system as a particular result of the Third 

Pan-European Transport Conference in Helsinki 1997, having in mind the importance of 

the issue this cannot be interpreted as a duplication of the activity within international 

fora; on the contrary, all involved in the field have to pay their contribution to achieve the 

aim of an integrated Pan-European transport system. 

Development of maritime infrastructure and links is under way within the 

Memorandum of Understanding on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea at the 

BSEC Region and this work is coordinated by the Ad Hoc Working Group pertaining to 

this Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

Maritime Transport is also highlighted in the Action Plan: 

The most important steps in this field are: 

1. the endowment with performant equipment VTMS (Vessel Traffic Management 

System) of all the ports of the BSEC Member States relevant for the BSEC region 

in line with international standards; 

2. the creation/modernization of the centers for the coordination of search and rescue 

activities on sea; 

3. the development of the ferry links between the ports of the BSEC Member States 

relevant for the BSEC region; 

4. development of intermodality, in order to create the necessary framework and 

conditions for an efficient, modal integrated and environmentally friendly use of 

the Pan European transport system, through an improved cooperation between the 

parties. 

Attention should be paid to the development of means and services for the maritime 

transport in the BSEC region. 
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EU and the Motorways of the Sea 

In its Transport White Paper of September 2001, the Commission proposed the 

development of “Motorways of the Sea” as a “real competitive alternative to land 

transport.” To help these lines develop, the White Paper states that European funds should 

be made available. These "motorways of the sea" should be part of the Trans-European 

network (TEN-T).The “motorways of the sea” concept aims at introducing new intermodal 

maritime-based logistics chains in Europe, which should bring about a structural change in 

our transport organization within the next years to come. These chains will be more 

sustainable, and should be commercially more efficient, than road-only transport. 

Motorways of the sea will thus improve access to markets throughout Europe, and bring 

relief to our over-stretched European road system. For this purpose, fuller use will have to 

be made not only of our maritime transport resources, but also of our potential in rail and 

inland waterway, as part of an integrated transport chain. This is the Community added-

value of motorways of the sea.  Article 12a TEN-T gives three main objectives for the sea 

motorways projects: 

(1) freight flow concentration on sea-based logistical routes; 

(2) increasing cohesion; 

(3) reducing road congestion through modal shift. 

Four corridors have been designated for the setting up of projects of European interest: 

�  Motorway of the Baltic Sea (linking the Baltic Sea Member States with Member 

States in Central and Western Europe, including the route through the North 

Sea/Baltic Sea canal) (by 2010); 

�  Motorway of the Sea of western Europe (leading from Portugal and Spain via 

the Atlantic Arc to the North Sea and the Irish Sea) (by 2010); 

�  Motorway of the Sea of south-east Europe (connecting the Adriatic Sea to the 

Ionian Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean, including Cyprus) (by 2010); 

�  Motorway of the Sea of south-west Europe (western Mediterranean, connecting 

Spain, France, Italy and including Malta and linking with the Motorway of the 

Sea of south-east Europe and including links to the Black Sea) (by 2010). 
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Conclusions 

It is well known that maritime transport acts as the backbone of international trade. It 

also offers great potential to serve inter-regional commercial exchanges. Presently, the 

vast capacity of maritime transport is yet to be exploited. In contrast, road networks are 

overloaded. Traffic congestion in bottlenecks of the road network is at an unaffordable 

level and could be a barrier to sustainable socioeconomic development. 

Motorways of the Sea is a new concept, building on successful short sea shipping 

experiences, initiated by the Commission of the EU, to shift cargo traffic from the heavily 

loaded road network to environmentally-friendly waterways. Through the establishment of 

frequent and high quality maritime-based logistics services between Member States, 

Motorways of the Sea will become veritable alternatives to congested roads. According to 

the EU Policy for the MoS, to create successful MoS, three conditions must be present for 

each project:  

�  First, in order to obtain the necessary concentration of freight flows, choices 

have to be made concerning ports and intermodal corridors and services. 

�  Second, all actors in the supply chain have to be committed to these projects. 

�  Third, Motorways of the Sea need to feature the best available quality 

throughout the chain in order to be attractive for users. 

In the case of the BSEC Organisation, genuine Motorways of the Sea are therefore 

aimed at acting as a substitute for motorways on land, either to avoid saturated land 

corridors, or to facilitate the trade between BSEC member states and third states, separated 

by seas. 

A possible future cooperation between the BSEC and the EU, on the Motorways of 

the Sea, would facilitate the trade flows among the member states of the two 

Organisations, considering the prospect of creating a Motorway of the Sea, connecting the 

Black Sea and the third Motorway of the Sea being designated by the relevant EU project, 

namely the Motorway of the Sea of the south-east Europe. Such a cooperation would be 

especially important, in the view of a possible successive enlargement of the EU towards 

the Black Sea region. 

Finally, the development of the Motorways of the Sea will gradually lead to a more 

effective cooperation among the BSEC member states. Reduction in road congestion, 

traffic shifts from road to sea waterways, by realizing the offer of high quality logistical 

services, as well as a secure transport system, promoting sustainable development, are 

expected to be only some of the results of this project. Besides, it should not be ignored 
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the fact that the member states of the BSEC Organisation are sharing a common interest: 

the same seawaters.   
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Guidelines for Position Paper Writing 

 

A Position Paper2 is a brief summary of a country's policy and interests concerning 

the topics on the Agenda. It should contain a clear statement of the country’s position on 

the topic and clear reasoning, also suggesting  a plan of action concerning the issues under 

consideration. 

The Position Paper should be a product of the delegate’s own research and should be 

concise and substantial. 

In the first part  of your Position Paper you should briefly address the issues on the 

Agenda, the relevancy and the scope of the problem. You should mention the major 

entities involved (states, IGOs, NGOs etc), the current developments concerning the issues 

under discussion, the actions which have been taken in this respect, whether by specialized 

agencies, international and regional governmental organizations or non-governmental 

organizations, the most significant resolutions that have been passed, international treaties 

and provisions for future action.  

In the second part you should specify the official position of the country you 

represent in respect to the issues under consideration. It should include brief statements 

about where your country stands on the issue in question, past statements on the topic by 

representatives of your government, especially if these mention the significance of the 

issues on the Agenda to your country, specific suggestions that your country will support 

in providing a solution for the issues in question. You should also make reference to the 

role the Union for the Mediterranean has assumed to confront this issue. You do not need 

to go into detail about your negotiating positions. 

Remember that you have to represent the position of your assigned country. 

Therefore you should not speak in the first person (“I”), but with the voice of the country 

you represent .You may offer your own ideas on the solution of the problem, but bear in 

mind that the ideas that you present the committee with, should not contradict with the 

policies of the country you represent. 

RhodesMRC requests that each delegate submits a position paper, covering each 

committee and council which is simulated, no later than September 30th. These papers 

should not exceed in length one and a half page on each topic on the Agenda of the 

committee or the council.  

������������������������������������������������������������
2 This document was inspired by and based on the "Guidelines for Position Paper" of ThessISMUN 

(www.thessismun.org). 
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Position Paper Format 

Committee: 

Country: 

Topic Area A: 

Topic Area B: 

 

Sample Position Paper 
 

Committee: Security Council 

Country:  Bahrain 

Topic Area A: Nuclear Proliferation in South Asia 

(Represented by the  Academy for the Advancement of Science and Technology in Academy 

Model United Nations 2010. www.academymodelun.org) 

 

I. India and Pakistan have a history of conflict. Ever since the two states were partitioned and 

granted independence in 1947, there has been start-and-stop fighting, mostly of a religious nature. 

Pakistan is mostly Muslim and India is mostly Hindu, though each has a minority of the other 

religion. Shortly after independence, there were riots and fighting as millions of people who were 

now part of minority religious group sin the wrong country fled across the border. Since then, there 

have been many other wars, especially over the province of Kashmir. Conflict between India and 

Pakistan would not, however, be any more important than any other border fighting between 

countries except for their development of nuclear weapons. In 1974, India tested a small nuclear 

device of 15 kilotons (KT). Pakistan, lagging behind, announced in 1987 that it had acquired a 

nuclear bomb. In 1990, USA President George Bush imposed unilateral military sanctions on 

Pakistan for pursuing a nuclear program. Nevertheless, development continued in both countries, 

and on May 11, 1998 India tested large-scale nuclear devices. Two weeks later, Pakistan followed 

suit. Although the two countries have since then met to discuss, among other things, their nuclear 

situation, and both countries signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), they have refused 

to sign the NPT. Furthermore, both have worked on developing ballistic missiles capable of 

delivering their weapons to greater distances. Security Council resolution 1172--passed on June 6, 

1998--condemned the two states for their tests, pointed out that under the NPT they could not legally 

become nuclear states, and urged them to disarm; no action has since been taken.  

 

II. Bahrain is extremely concerned about the proliferation of nuclear arms in India and Pakistan. Its 

proximity to the region makes it a surety that if any nuclear exchange were to take place, Bahrain 

would be caught in the fallout. Bahrain is also concerned about the effect on the other nuclear 

powers--particularly China, which borders on India. This development could destabilize the world 

nuclear status, and that would be a disaster. Bahrain is, however, equally concerned about the 

mistreatment of its Muslim neighbor Pakistan. It is clear that in this situation India is the aggressor 
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and Pakistan has trodden this fateful path only to maintain its national security through parity with 

its belligerent neighbor. As one traces the development of nuclear weapons in South Asia, one cant 

help but notice that at each landmark, India took the next step before Pakistan did. Furthermore, the 

imposition of sanctions by President Bush--and especially only on Pakistan--is quite uncalled for. 

Nevertheless, Bahrain believes that this situation can be defused--particularly since the Security 

Council (SC) has only issued one resolution dealing with this issue since the weapons tests, 

compared to many resolutions on such equally pressing issues as Kosovo or Iraq.  

Bahrain recognizes the impossibility of adding India and Pakistan to the list of approved nuclear 

states. This would set the terrible precedent that the NPT is worthless, that any state which develops 

nuclear weapons can demand to legally keep them simply because they exist. Though this policy 

may be less than fair, it is the best way to maintain international peace and security--and that, after 

all, is the role of the SC.  

Bahrain believes that negotiation is the first and best road to disarmament. Perhaps a coalition of 

nuclear states can by treaty formally declare that they will protect one of the two nations--preferably 

Pakistan, since it is the victim and will presumably disarm more willingly--in the case of nuclear 

attack. This would allow that state to disarm its weapons without fear of weakness. The opposing 

state would then be encouraged to disarm, as there is no longer any question of parity. Perhaps 

UNMOGIP--the UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan--can be utilized to insure 

security and make the transition a smooth one. UNMOGIP currently has a force of only 45 

observers; an enlarged UNMOGIP could be used to safeguard nuclear weapons as they are 

transported to neutral disposal sites. If this plan proves unworkable, perhaps stronger measures can 

be taken, although Bahrain is leery of imposing full economic sanctions due to the poverty of both 

nations.  

Bahrain believes that this issue is one in which the normal conflicts among permanent members of 

the SC (P5) will not hamper effective action, as no P5 country is allied with India or Pakistan or has 

its interests directly entangled with theirs--in fact, it is in the interest of the P5 and all other countries 

to defuse this situation now. Although it has temporarily stabilized, nobody wants a South Asian 

Cold War--and the possibility that relations between India and Pakistan could destabilize is 

frightening. Bahrain believes that at this meeting the SC can really accomplish something significant 

by dealing with this problem. We must only be careful to understand India and Pakistans motivation 

in developing nuclear weapons and seek to work with them, rather than against them.  
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Rules of Procedure of the Council of Ministers of the Black Sea 

Economic Cooperation Organisation  

 

 

1. General considerations 

 

1.1. Scope 

The following rules apply to the Rhodes Model Regional Co-operation Conference, 

concerning the Council of Ministers of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation 

Organisation (hereinafter BSEC Organisation). Please note that the Board is responsible 

for determining the rules that are in order to facilitate debate and discussion. In case of 

conflict of interpretation, the Chairman-in-Office is the final authority for determining the 

applicability of the Rules of Procedure. 

 

1.2. Language 

English is the official language of RhodesMRC. A Delegate wishing to speak in an 

official language3 where simultaneous interpretation is not provided will be required to 

provide his or her own translation. Please note that time spent in translation will be 

counted towards total time allotted for a given speech. 

 

1.3. Credentials 

The RhodesMRC Secretariat has accepted the credentials of delegates or observers prior 

to the opening of the conference. Actions relating to the alteration of rights or credentials 

of any staff member, delegate or chairperson may exclusively be initiated by the 

Secretary General. Representatives must wear approved credentials at all times during the 

conference. 

 

1.4. Dress Code 

In accordance with the delegate’s diplomatic status a formal dress code is required. For 

male delegates a tie is obligatory and for female no revealing outfits are allowed. 

Informal clothing, such as jeans and trainers are out of order. The secretariat reserves the 

right to expel a delegate due to his or her dress code. 

������������������������������������������������������������
3  Russian is the other official language of BSEC Meetings, along with English.  
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1.5. Diplomatic Courtesy 

During Council sessions, delegates are expected to exercise diplomatic courtesy when 

addressing members of the Council and the Board. The Board has the authority to address 

diplomatic warnings to delegates who obviously violate the diplomatic courtesy. In case 

that the delegate’s conduct seriously hampers the process within the Council, the 

Chairman-in-Office reserves the right to request his expulsion from the conference room.  

 

1.6. Statements by the Secretariat 

Any member of the RhodesMRC Secretariat may issue verbal or written statements to the 

Council at any time during the conference. 

 

 

2. The Board of the Council  

 

2.1. Composition 

The Board of the Council of the BSEC Organisation will be composed of the Chairman-

in-Office and the Secretary General of the Permanent International Secretariat 

(hereinafter PERMIS) of the Organization.  

 

2.2. Competence of the Board 

The competence of the Board may not be questioned by the delegates. 

 

2.3. Authorities and Responsibilities 

 

2.3.1. Authority of the Chairman-in-Office 

The Chairman-in-Office shall exercise ultimate authority over the Council's proceedings 

in an equitable and objective manner. He/she also reserves the right to propose a motion 

at any given time which should be seconded by a delegate and given that there are no 

objections. 

 

2.3.2. Responsibilities of the Chairman-in-Office 

The Chairman-in-Office is responsible for all procedural matters pertaining to the 

Council, including, but not limited to, moderating debate, determining the applicability of 
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the rules and if necessary, clarifying on the meaning of the existing rules without 

approval from the Council members. 

The Hellenic Republic currently holds the Chairmanship of the Organisation (until 31 of 

December 2010). Therefore, the Chairman-in-Office of the Council shall be the Greek 

Official, holding the relevant portfolio (i.e. Minister of Energy, Minister of Transport), in 

accordance with the topics on the agenda.    

 

2.3.3. Authority of the Secretary General 

The Scretary General shall have authority over the Council's proceedings in an equitable 

and objective manner in the absence of or after receiving appointment by the Chairman-

in-Office. The Secretary General also performs the voting procedure on all matters.   

 

2.3.4. Responsibilities of the Secretary General 

The Secretary General is responsible for all procedural matters pertaining to the Council, 

including, but not limited to, moderating debate, determining the applicability of the rules 

and if necessary, clarifying on the meaning of the existing rules. His/Her authority is 

subject to appointment by the Chairman-in-Office (as defined above, Rule 2.3.3).  

Moreover, the Secretary General can either take the floor, as any other delegate, in order 

to clarify the policy lines of the Member States, or issue verbal and/or written statements 

addressed to the Council, at any time. It is within His/Her responsibilities to assist in the 

policy planning of the Council, along with the Deputy Secretary General of 

RhodesMRC.4 and the Chairman-in-Office. The Secretary General has the duty to make 

remarks when a member state is out of line at any given discussion.  

 

2.4. Caucus of the Board 

The Board reserves the right to halt the working process within the Council in order to 

take 30 seconds of caucus. 

 

 

3. Delegations 

 

3.1. Members 

The Ministers of the member states of the BSEC Organisation meet within the Council. 

������������������������������������������������������������
4  Responsible for the Committee of the Council of Ministers of the BSEC Organisation. 
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Depending on the issue on the agenda, each state will be represented by the Minister 

holding the relevant portfolio (foreign affairs, culture, energy, finance etc).  

 

3.2. Non-Council Members 

Pertaining to the issues discussed in the Council, various representatives from third states 

concerned, from International Governmental (IG) and Non-Governmental (NG) 

Organizations may participate, in an observer capacity.  

 

3.2.1. Debating Privileges 

A non-Council member is given debating rights. This will allow the delegation to be 

recognized by the Chairman-in-Office during debate, to submit Draft Ministerial 

Declarations or amendments (being the sponsor or one of the signatories, as set in Rules 

13.2 and 13.3), but not to move these to the floor or vote on any substantive matter. 

 

 

4. Parliamentary procedure 

 

4.1. Roll Call 

Attendance shall be confirmed by the Chairman-in-Office by a Roll Call at the beginning 

of every session. Delegates shall establish their presence in the Council by raising their 

placards and declaring ‘‘Present’’. 

 

4.2. Procedural Matters 

Procedural matters are those matters relating to the structure of the Council session as 

defined in the Rules of Procedure of the RhodesMRC. They include, but are not limited 

to, establishing speaking time, motions and adjournment of the Council session. All 

delegates must vote on procedural matters and no delegate may abstain. Roll Call vote is 

not in order for procedural matters. 

 

4.3. Substantive Matters 

Substantive matters are defined as those matters relating to the specific topic at hand. 

Delegates that have established their presence at the initial Role Call shall act 

accordingly. Roll Call vote on substantive matters is in order following voting procedure 

as set in Rule 15.1. 
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4.3.1. Decision Making Process 

The Council during RhodesMRC has to adopt a Ministerial Declaration by consensus. 

Throughout the period of the Chairmanship and according to the specific areas of 

cooperation, the Ministers of the member states with relevant portfolios (i.e. energy, 

maritime transportation) may adopt Declarations during their regular Meetings. The 

Declarations are then notified to the next scheduled Meeting of the Council of Foreign 

Affairs.   

 

 

5. Quorum 

 

Quorum for the Council activities and meetings, as stipulated in Article 17 of the BSEC 

Charter, shall be 2/3 majority of the Member States.  

If quorum is not met thirty (30) minutes after the scheduled start time of the Council 

session, the Council will start its session with the number of delegates already present, 

unless otherwise instructed by RhodesMRC Secretariat. Quorum shall be assumed when 

Council activity begins.  

 

5.1. Verification of Quorum 

Delegates may move to the Verification of Quorum, introducing a Motion to set the 

Quorum, where the Chairman-in-Office will proceed with Quorum confirmation by 

initiating a Roll Call. The Chairman-in-Office can rule the Motion dilatory without option 

for appeal. 

 

 

6. Consensus 

 

Consensus shall be understood as the absence of any objection expressed by any member 

state and presented by the latter as constituting an obstacle to the taking of the decision in 

question. Consensus is needed in order to reach a decision and adopt a Ministerial 

Declaration. Each member state has one vote. Abstentions are permissible and do not 

count against consensus, being interpreted as an absence of the abstaining state from 

voting procedure. Member states shall decide by consensus when: 



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 35/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

a) establishing dialogue partnership and sectoral dialogue partnership with third parties;  

b) creating new organs of the BSEC; defining, modifying and terminating their mandates; 

and structural mechanisms; 

c) approving of cooperation projects.  

 

 

7. Majority Vote 

 

7.1. Simple Majority 

A procedural matter requires a simple majority to pass, implying that fifty percent plus 

one memebers (50% + 1) of the Council must vote in favour of the matter to pass. If the 

vote is a tie, the matter will be considered to have failed. 

 

7.2. Two-thirds (2/3) Majority 

A procedural or substantive matter requiring a two-thirds (2/3) majority to pass implies 

that two-thirds (2/3) of the Council members must vote in favour of the matter to pass. 

Decisions shall be made by the 2/3 majority of the member states present and voting.  

 

 

8. Debate 

 

8.1. Form of Debate 

Unless the Chairman-in-Office decides otherwise, Moderated Caucus will be the form of 

debate during all sessions of the Council. Any delegate wishing to speak should raise 

his/her placard and be recognized by the Chairman-in-Office.  

 

8.2. Informal Debate 

During formal debate a motion can be made by any delegate for an Unmoderated Caucus, 

which constitutes informal debate. Informal debate can only occur on substantive issues 

and is out of order once a motion to close debate has passed. Motion to enter informal 

debate is in order, following the procedures outlined in Rules 12.6 and 12.7. 

 

8.3. Recognition 

A Delegate may only address the Council if he/she has received permission from the 
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Chairman-in-Office. 

 

8.4. Interruptions 

A Speaker may not be interrupted by another delegate, unless the delegate has risen to a 

Point of Personal Privilege. 

 

 

9. Agenda 

 

The Agenda reflects the order in which topics will be addressed by the committee. As 

soon as the Quorum has been set, the Chairman-in-Office may entertain a motion to set 

the agenda. 

 

9.1. Motion to Set the Agenda 

• Following the Motions put on the floor by delegates suggesting the order of topics on 

the Agenda, the Chairman-in-Office will consider the Motions in the order in which 

they were made. 

• The Chairman-in-Office will take one (1) Speaker in favour and one (1) Speaker 

against the Motion and proceed with a vote.  

• If the Motion is accepted by simple majority, the Agenda will be set in the manner 

suggested by the Motion. 

• If the Motion fails, the Chairman-in-Office shall consider the next Motion and repeat 

the process lay forward in the above sections. If no Motion to set the Agenda 

receives the necessary simple majority then the Council will discuss as first topic the 

one that gathered the most positive votes during the voting procedure. 

• The order in which the Agenda is set at the beginning of the conference shall remain 

for the duration of Rhodes MRC. Should delegates wish to revisit the Agenda at a 

later time, they can request to do so after a topic has either been completed and all 

substantive matters voted on or if a topic has been tabled. The relevance of such a 

Motion shall remain at the discretion of the Chairman-in-Office. 

• The Chairman-in-Office shall call for tabling of the debate if committee updates and 

news need to be considered immediately by the delegates. The Council shall return to 

the regular Agenda once the given updates and news have been addressed. 
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10. Speeches 

 

As soon as the Quorum and the Agenda have been set, a Delegate may move to set a time 

limit on speeches. 

 

10.1. Motion to Set Speaking Time 

The Chairman-in-Office may either rule the Motion dilatory at his/her discretion or put it 

to vote. A Delegate exceeding the allotted time for a speech may be called to order by the 

Chairman-in-Office. The Chairman-in-office is able to entertain a Motion to change the 

speaking time at his/her own discretion.  

 

 

11. Points 

 

11.1. Point of Personal Privilege 

A Delegate may rise to a Point of Personal Privilege if a matter impairs him/her from 

participating fully in Council activities. The Chairman-in-Office shall try to effectively 

address the source of impairment. This point may interrupt a Speaker only due to 

inability. 

 

11.2. Point of Order. 

A Delegate may rise to a Point of Order if a rule of procedure is not properly observed by 

a Delegate or by the Board. The Chairman-in-Office will rule on the validity of the point. 

A Delegate rising to a Point of Order may not comment on the topic of discussion. A 

Point of Order ruled dilatory by the Chairman-in-Office may not be appealed. This point 

may not interrupt a Speaker. 

 

11.3. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry 

A Delegate may rise to a Point of Parliamentary Inquiry to request an explanation on the 

Rules of Procedure by the Chairman-in-Office. This point may not interrupt a Speaker. 

 

11.4. Right of Reply 

A Delegate whose personal or national integrity has been impugned by another 

Delegate’s comments may rise to a Right of Reply. Disagreement with the content of a 
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Delegate's speech is not grounds for a Right of Reply. The Chairman-in-Office will 

recognize the Right of Reply at his/her discretion as well as decide on how to resolve the 

motion. Should the Chairman-in-Office rule the Right of Reply out of order, his/her 

decision cannot be appealed. No delegate may call for a Right of Reply on a Right of 

Reply. This point may not interrupt a Speaker. 

 

 

12. Motions 

 

Unless otherwise specified, no Motions are debatable and all require a simple majority 

vote to pass. 

 

12.1. Motion to Set the Quorum 

As defined in Rule 5 (and 5.1). 

 

12.2. Motion to Set the Agenda 

As defined in Rule 9.1 

 

12.3. Motion to Set Speaking Time 

As defined in Rule 10.1 

 

12.4. Motion for the Adjournment of the Meeting 

A Delegate may move for the Adjournment of the Meeting to suspend all Council 

activities until the next scheduled meeting time. The Chairman-in-Office may rule the 

Motion out of order without possibility of appeal or put it to vote. 

 

12.5. Motion for the Adjournment of the Session 

A Delegate may move for the Adjournment of the Session to cease permanently all 

Council activities5. The Chairman-in-Office may rule the Motion out of order without 

possibility of appeal or put it to vote. In the event that the Chairman-in-Office approves 

this, there should be two (2) Speakers for and two (2) Speakers against and the motion 

will require a two-thirds (2/3) majority to pass. 

 

������������������������������������������������������������
5 This motion is in order only to be used for the end of the conference. 
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12.6. Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus 

A Delegate may move for an Unmoderated Caucus, thereby suggesting a change from 

formal to informal debate. The Delegate who makes this motion must suggest a length 

and justification for the Unmoderated Caucus. The Chairman-in-Office may suggest a 

more appropriate caucus length and put it to vote or may rule the Unmoderated Caucus 

out of order without possibility of appeal. Once the Motion has passed, the Delegates will 

carry an informal discussion on the topic specified in the Motion without leaving the 

conference room. 

 

12.7. Motion to Extend the Unmoderated Caucus 

A Delegate may move to extend the Unmoderated Caucus if he/she feels that additional 

time would benefit the work of the Council. The Delegate who moves for an extension of 

an Unmoderated Caucus must suggest a length for the extension, which shall not exceed 

the duration of the original Unmoderated Caucus. The Chairman-in-Office may suggest a 

more appropriate caucus length and put it to vote or may rule the Extension of the 

Unmoderated Caucus out of order without the possibility of appeal. 

 

12.8. Motion to Table Debate on a Topic 

A Delegate may move to Table Debate in order to suspend debate on a substantive issue 

without voting any Draft Ministerial Declaration that may be on the floor. If the 

Chairman-in-Office rules the Motion in order, one (1) Delegate shall speak in favour and 

one (1) Delegate shall speak against before proceeding with a vote. A two-thirds (2/3) 

majority is needed in order to table the debate. 

 

12.9. Motion to Resume Debate on a Topic 

A Delegate may move to Resume Debate on a substantive issue that has been tabled 

(Rule 12.8). If the Chairman-in-Office rules the Motion in order, one (1) Delegate shall 

speak in favour and one (1) Delegate shall speak against before proceeding with a vote. A 

two-thirds (2/3) majority is needed in order to resume the debate. 

 

12.10. Motion to Close Debate on a Draft Ministerial Declaration 

A Delegate may move to Close Debate in order to end debate on a Draft Ministerial 

Declaration, whereby the Council will enter voting procedure on all amendments on the 

floor. If the Chairman-in-Office rules the Motion in order, there will be only one (2) 

Delegates speaking against the Motion. A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote is required to 
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pass the Motion. 

 

12.11. Motion to Close Debate on the Topic Area under Discussion 

A Delegate may move to Close Debate in order to end Debate on the Topic Area under 

Discussion whereby the Council will enter voting procedure on all Draft Ministerial 

Declarations on the floor. If the Chairman-in-Office rules the Motion in order, there will 

be only two (2) Delegates speaking against the Motion. A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote 

is required to pass the Motion. 

 

 

13. Declarations of the Council 

 

13.1. Working Paper 

A Working Paper is an informal document used by Council Delegates to work on building 

a Draft Ministerial Declaration. A Working Paper will be distributed at the Chairman's-in-

Office discretion if requested by a Delegate. 

 

13.2. Ministerial Declarations of the Summit 

 

13.2.1. Format 

Draft Ministerial Declarations must be properly formatted according to the guidelines 

found in the “RhodesMRC BSEC Draft Ministerial Declarations Writing” paper. 

 

13.2.2. Sponsor 

The main writer/contributor of the Draft Ministerial Declaration is recognized as the 

Sponsor. The Sponsor must be present for a Draft Ministerial Declaration to be 

introduced to the floor. The Sponsor must agree to support a Ministerial Declaration, 

unless major changes have been introduced through the amendment process. 

 

13.2.3. Signatories 

Signatories are recognized as the supporters of the Draft Ministerial Declaration. The 

required number of Signatories will be set by the Chairman-in-Office being equal to at 

least the 1/5 of the total members present at the Council. The respective number of 

Signatories must be present on a Working Paper to be introduced to the floor as a Draft 
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Ministerial Declaration. Amendments to the Draft Ministerial Declaration are not 

required to be approved by Signatories. Signatories are not required to support the Draft 

Ministerial Declaration during voting procedure; they only agree to put their names as 

those who are interested in seeing the Working Paper nominated as a Draft Ministerial 

Declaration for further debate. Signatories can sign only one Draft per Topic Area. 

However, there is no restriction in the voting procedure. 

 

13.2.4. Introduction of a Draft Ministerial Declaration 

Delegates may move to introduce a Draft Ministerial Declaration once it has been 

approved and assigned a number by the Chairman-in-Office and distributed to the 

Council. Such an introduction shall be procedural in nature. The content of the 

introduction shall be limited to the reading of the Draft Ministerial Declaration as a whole 

where upon the Sponsor of the Draft Ministerial Declaration shall be granted the floor for 

the allotted time limit. After its introduction, debate upon the introduced Draft Ministerial 

Declaration shall be conducted according to the Rule 8. 

 

13.3. Amendments 

During Debate on a Draft Ministerial Declaration, a Delegate may move to introduce an 

Amendment, which will add to, strike out from or modify a part of the Draft Ministerial 

Declaration. The Amendment has to be first approved by the Chairman-in-Office. 

 

13.3.1. Non Substantive Amendments 

Amendments correcting grammatical, spelling or formatting mistakes will be 

automatically adopted without vote from the Council, at the discretion of the Chairman-

in-Office. Following the initial reading of the Draft Ministerial Declaration by its 

sponsor, delegates are permitted to point out any such problems to the Chairman-in-

Office. 

 

13.3.2. Substantive Amendments 

All Amendments require approval from the Chairman-in-Office to be introduced. 

Amendments will be put to a vote prior to the vote on the Draft Ministerial Declaration as 

a whole. Amendments to Amendments are out of order. Due to the nature of the decision 

process in the Council, all amendments to a Draft Ministerial Declaration must be 

unanimously voted (consensus).  
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13.4. Withdrawal 

The Signatories of an Amendment may request its withdrawal at their discretion, before 

its adoption by the Council. 

 

 

14. Voting Procedure 

 

14.1. General 

The Council usually reaches decisions by allowing discussions to continue until a 

consensus is reached. In the event of a stalemate, the Council may make use of a tour de 

table (see Rule 14.2. below). 

 

14.1.1. Consensus (Unanimity) 

For the decision process demanding Consensus, refer to Rules 6 and 13.3.2., above. 

 

14.2. Tour de Table 

Tour de Table shall be conducted at the discretion of the Chairman-in-Office. The 

Chairman-in-Office requests each delegate to give a short summary of his/her thinking on 

the matter under discussion, thus ensuring that every member state is able to outline his 

or her position and allowing the Chairman-in-Office to determine whether a compromise 

is possible. 

 

14.3. Procedure 

When the Chairman-in-Office announces that the Council is entering voting procedure, 

no entering or exiting from the room will be permitted, unless there is an emergency or 

until voting procedure has come to an end. At this time, Motion for a Roll Call Vote is in 

order. 

 

 

15. Method of Voting 

 

Each Delegate of the Council has one vote and must demonstrate his/her voting intentions 

by raising his/her placard at the Chairman's-in-Office request unless there is a Roll Call 

Vote (see rule 15.1). Delegates must vote in favour, against or abstain.  
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15.1. Roll Call Vote 

Roll Call Vote may only be in order for substantive matters. This Motion is automatically 

accepted unless the Chairman-in-Office rules it out of order; the decision is not subject to 

appeal. The Roll Call starts from a delegate randomly selected by the Chairman-in-

Office. 

 

15.2. Passing 

During Roll Call, a Delegate may choose to pass. The Chairman-in-Office will place the 

Delegate at the bottom of the voting list. A Delegate who has passed once during a voting 

sequence may not pass again but must ascertain his vote. 

 

15.3. Voting with Rights 

A Delegate may request a right of explanation after voting. Upon completion of voting, 

the Delegate will be permitted to explain the reasons as to why he/she has chosen to vote 

a certain way. The Chairman-in-Office may limit the speaking time at his/her discretion. 

 

15.4. Voting on Draft Ministerial Declarations 

Draft Ministerial Declarations will be voted on in the order that they were numbered by 

the Chairman-in-Office. The result of the voting procedure is defined by the process 

outlined in Rule 6 (Consensus). 

 

15.5. Voting on Amendments 

All Amendments shall be voted on in the order in which they were proposed before the 

Council closes debate on the Draft Ministerial Declaration that they concern. If one 

Amendment implies the rejection of a second Amendment, the second Amendment will 

not be voted upon. A passed Amendment shall be automatically included in the Draft 

Ministerial Declaration. Once all the Amendments relating to a Draft Ministerial 

Declaration have been voted on, the Council shall vote on the Draft Ministerial 

Declaration as a whole after Closure of the Debate on the Topic Area under Discussion. 

The result of the voting procedure is defined by the process outlined in Rules 6 

(Consensus) and 13.3.2. 



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 44/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

16. Precedence Motions shall be considered in the following decreasing 

order 

 

Rule Description Debatable 
Votes 
Required 

Interrupt 
Speaker 

11.1. Point of Personal 

Privilege 

Feeling discomfort No No Yes 

11.2. Point of Order To point out misuse of rules No No No 

11.4. Right of Reply  Reply to an insult No No No 

11.3. Point of 

Parliamentary Inquiry  

Clarify the rules No No No 

5.1. Motion for the 

Verification of Quorum 

Seeking to verify the presence 

of delegates 

No No No 

9.1. Motion to Set the 

Agenda 

Define the order of topics on 

the Agenda 

Yes (1+/1-) Simple 

Majority 

No 

10.1. Motion to Set 

Speaking Time 

Define speaking time limit No Simple 

Majority 

No 

15.1. Motion for a Roll Call  Roll Call Vote No No No 

12.6. Motion for an 

Unmoderated Caucus 

Proceed to an Unmoderated 

Caucus 

No Simple 

Majority 

No 

13.2.4. Motion to introduce 

a  Draft Ministerial 

Declaration 

Introduction of a Draft 

Ministerial Declaration  

No Simple 

Majority 

No 

13.3. Motion to Introduce 

an Amendment 

Introduction of an Amendment No Simple 

Majority 

No 

12.8. Motion to Table 

Debate 

Postpone debate Yes (1+/1-) 2/3 

Majority 

No 

12.9. Motion to Resume 

Debate 

Resume a tabled debate Yes (1+/1-) 2/3 

Majority 

No 

12.10. Motion to Close 

Debate on a Draft 

Ministerial Declaration  

Close the separate debate on a 

Draft Ministerial Declaration  

Yes (2-) 2/3 

Majority 

No 

12.11. Motion to Close 

Debate on the Topic Area 

under Discussion 

Close debate on the Topic 

Area 

Yes (2-) 2/3 

Majority 

No 

12.4. Motion to Adjourn 

Meeting 

Adjourn until next scheduled 

meeting 

No Simple 

Majority 

No 

12.5. Motion to Adjourn 

the Session 

Close the Session at the end of 

the Conference 

Yes (2+/2-) 2/3 

Majority 

No 
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Guide for Research and Effective Public Speaking6 
 

General Research and advisory delegate information 

As soon as you receive your country and committee assignment, you should begin your 

research. You may divide your research into the following categories:  

 

1. The Organization as a whole 

It is vitally important for each Representative to understand the basics of the 

organization which they are simulating. A well-prepared student should not only know the 

basics of the Organization’s structure, but should have a good understanding of how the 

committee they will be working on fits into the organization. In building this base of 

knowledge, Representatives will better understand what their committee/council is 

empowered to decide, what they can make recommendations on, what they can reasonably 

“demand,” and what issues are beyond the purview of the body they are simulating.  

 

2. Current statistical information and a general background of the represented 

nation’s history and policies 

This is the first key to understanding what actions a nation may prefer on the specific 

issues. Research should include, but certainly not be limited to, such areas as population, 

government type, natural resources, and trade data for the nation being represented. 

Traditional allies and adversaries should also be noted. Additionally, a country’s history 

can be crucial to its contemporary actions, including the question of whether that country 

was previously colonized or was a colonial power, when the country gained statehood, and 

what means were used in gaining independence (civil war, violent struggle, peaceful 

movement, etc.).  

�  What are some basic facts about the country (e.g., Head of government? 

Population? Size? History? Resources? Growth?)  

�  What are the foreign policy objectives of the country? (e.g., Economic goals?)  

�  With which organizations and nations does the country work? (e.g., OPEC, 

GATT? Allies?)  

�  What is unique about your country compared to all other countries? (e.g., 

Exports?)  

������������������������������������������������������������
6 This document was inspired by and based on the "Guide for Research and Effective Public Speaking" of 

ThessISMUN (www.thessismun.org). 



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 46/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

�  Given a hypothetical issue, how would delegates expect their country to react to 

the problem? (e.g., Remain neutral?)  

�  As the representative of the country, how would a delegate handle the issue or 

problem? (e.g., Impose sanctions?)  

 

3. Specific background of the nation’s viewpoints on the issues to be discussed at the 

Conference 

This is the center point of most Modelling Conferences preparation - focused research 

on the issues being discussed in each committee and on your government’s position on 

those issues. Research can come from a variety of sources, beginning with an 

Organization's official documents (often found on the internet or in paper form in a library 

or documents depository) and moving to articles, periodical sources, books, and internet 

resources. Resolutions and reports on the issues under discussion from relevant 

organizations are especially helpful because they provide a quick reference to what has 

already been accomplished, and to what still needs to be done in the future.  

Some countries it will be very easy to find specific information to determine a 

position on most or all topics, and for others this information will be difficult to come by 

or simply not available. When clear-cut information is not available, it is incumbent on the 

students preparing to make the best possible interpolations of what the country’s policy 

would be, given the facts available. This might include knowing the country’s background, 

their traditional allies, the stance of a regional group with whom they tend to agree, or a 

variety of other factors. Regardless of the facts available, knowing exactly what a country 

would do in a given situation is not always possible. Representatives should strive in their 

research to know as much as they can about the country and its stance on each topic, and 

to educate themselves enough to make reasonable policy assumptions on issues which are 

not totally clear.  

�  What is the issue or problem?  

�  What is the history of the issue? 

�  What countries are involved and/or most affected?  

�  What is the country's position on the issues?  

�  How has the country handled relevant issues in other Organizations in the past? 

�  Under what conditions would the country change its position?  

�  How should delegates approach these issues at the Modelling Conference?  
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4. The current world situation as it applies to the nation 

This is a subset of the previous two areas of research, but is important enough to be 

mentioned in its own right. There is a significant difference between the policies of the 

only remaining superpower and a nation with very little military might. Even more 

significant is the difference between the policies of the relatively rich, industrialized 

nations and the relatively poor, developing (and especially least developed) nations on 

many issues. Additionally, a nation which is currently involved in a civil war, or a nation 

which is under UN sanctions, may have unique responses on some issues which are very 

different from those of the remainder of the international community. Knowing where the 

nation you represent fits in the current world geopolitical context, as a complement to your 

country specific research, can answer many questions which will come up during the 

simulation.  

 

5. A specific background of the perspectives of nations with differing viewpoints on 

the issues 

This is one of the more difficult areas in preparation. While it is reasonable to expect 

that a Representative will know who their general allies and adversaries on a given issue 

should be (regional partners, long-standing allies, etc.), it is very difficult to have detailed 

information on what the policies of each country in the simulation will be on a given issue. 

Limitations in preparation time by definition require that students focus primarily on the 

policies of their own country, often learning about others through references in their own 

research. This is an area where complete knowledge will serve participants well, but it is 

much more likely that each Representative will be learning the formal policies of the other 

countries in the committee when they give speeches from the floor and confer behind the 

scenes in caucus sessions.  

 

6. Evidence: Checking Your Research  

�  Did you use a variety of sources?  

�  Do you have documentation ready to prove the validity of your sources?  

�  Did you use evidence to support an argument? Evidence by itself is not an 

argument.  

�  Does your evidence prove what is claimed? 

�  Did you listen carefully to your opponent's evidence?  

�  Did you keep your argument brief?  
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�  Did you emphasize key words and phrases?  

�  Is your evidence accurate?  

�  Are your facts and statistics recent?  

 

7. The Burden of Proof  

�  A variety of sources demonstrate that you are resourceful and have done your 

homework. This impresses the judges.  

�  Do not say that you used CNN or Time magazine. Western popular media is not 

good proof. Try to quote from UN sources, resolutions, treaties, conventions, 

speeches, recognized documents such as the Declaration of Human Rights, etc.  

�  If you do quote from a source such as the UN Charter, quote the exact paragraph.  

�  A good practice is to use a variation of your topic sentence for your concluding 

sentence.  

 

Bear in mind that many of your sources may be biased. If possible, try to find independent 

confirmation of the information you have obtained, from more than one source. Moreover, 

when gathering information it is important to distinguish between opinions and facts. Facts 

are used to support opinions. Whenever possible use facts to support your arguments. 

Eventually, you will be presenting an opinion and must defend it against other opinions, 

thus it is crucial for you to be familiar with different viewpoints and opinions on your 

topic. Become familiar with arguments that are different from the one your country is 

likely to take on your topic. Remember, it is up to you to decide which particular points 

you want to focus on in your own arguments and this decision needs to be guided by your 

country's position. Bear in mind that you should speak in the name of the country that you 

are representing. 

 

Here are some common internet resources to help you get started:  

�  United Nations Website, www.un.org    

�  United States Embassies and Consulates web site, usembassy.state.gov  

�  United States Institute for Peace, www.usip.org 

�  The Central Intelligence Agency website, contains reports on economic, political 

and social conditions of most of the countries in the world, www.cia.gov  

�  The European Union website europa.eu.int 

�  The International Crisis Group website www.icg.org  
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�  The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs website www.france.diplomatie.fr  

�  The World Trade Organization website www.wto.org  

 

Finally, if you have tried these different resources and still face difficulties finding 

information, send an email to the RhodesMRC Board.  

 

Effective Public Speaking 

As a RhodesMRC delegate, you will assume the role of a nation's representative. You 

will be asked to play that role with as much accuracy as possible on such aspects as 

political ideology, religious affiliations, demography, economic, social, cultural and 

geographic realities. That is what is called "being in character".  

One very important aspect of participating in a Modelling Conference activity is 

acquiring effective speaking skills. A good speech is based not only on what you say but 

also on how you say it: 

�  Use notes. Writing a lengthy text will make it hard to appear natural. 

�  Trust yourself that your research and preparation will fill in the gaps. 

�  Pace yourselves, talk slowly, take the time to breath. Don't worry about pausing 

in your speech. 

�  Use body language & facial expressions. Keep your hands out of your pockets 

and use them. 

�  Be confident, relax. You are the expert on your position and topic. 

 

Getting the Attention  

You are trying to persuade others so you must attend to their feelings and logic. To 

convince others however, you must first get their attention. Here are a few tips to get you 

started: 

�  Begin with a quotation: a short quotation, proverb, saying, poem, etc. will often 

sum up the situation.  

�  Begin with a startling statement. Make it lead directly to the problem. (if not, 

"imagine that….")  

�  Begin with a rhetorical question, something that the audience will know the 

answer to.  

�  Begin with a specific example of the problem. Zero in on one concrete aspect 

and then build from there.  
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�  Be aware of any time limits on your speech, and give yourself time for a strong 

finish.  

�  Use the "machine-gun" technique: use rapid-fire examples, piling up the 

evidence.  

�  Humour is a dangerous technique in debate, particularly when discussing 

serious topics.  

 

Maintaining the Attention   

Once you sit down with many other delegates, ask yourself: How will you be 

remembered? Here are a few tips to maintain this attention: 

�  Demonstrate the extent of the problem. Use examples, statistics, and expert 

opinion.  

�  Demonstrate the effects of the problem. How does it affect the people? Use 

examples and facts.  

�  Demonstrate the causes of the problem. This might be difficult.  

�  Demonstrate how the problem affects the others. Be vivid. 

�  Present your solution or even better, a joint solution from several delegates.  

�  Try to use visual images as opposed to dry expressions.  

�  Demonstrate how your solution will: reduce or eliminate the cause(s) of the 

problem; reduce or eliminate the symptoms; help people; result in advantages; 

reduce costs; increase efficiency. 

 

Diplomacy  

Why is diplomacy so important? Without it, countries are unable to negotiate properly. 

Using your diplomatic skills can greatly influence the outcome of a discussion. You can 

use it to convince people rather than alienate them. It is important to develop this skill 

especially since you will be negotiating with many different countries with a variety of 

goals. The Secretariat and fellow delegates feel very strongly about respect and it is one of 

the main principles in all Organizations.  

�  Use formal language when making public speeches.  

�  Never make statements about the individual behind the ambassador.  

�  Respect your fellow delegates even if you don't agree with them.  

�  Never use threats or insults.  

�  Talk to others as you want them to speak to you.  
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�  Be professional.  

 

 

Key Concepts in Negotiation 

 

Interests  

Your interests may be determined by asking why? Their interests - place yourself in their 

shoes; forget your perception of the facts.  

 

Options  

Once you know each side's interests, you can try to develop creative options. These are 

possible agreements or parts of agreements. Effective diplomats must learn how to expand 

the pie rather than slice a diminished area.  

 

Standards  

A contest of wills degenerates into a conflict of egos. Effective negotiators search for fair 

and mutually satisfying solutions. Fair standards are useful measuring sticks that will help 

lead to fair solutions. These include the law, precedent, equal treatment, market value and 

such.  

 

Alternatives  

The purpose of negotiation is not always to reach an agreement. The purpose of 

negotiation is to explore whether you can satisfy your interests better through an 

agreement versus pursuit of your own Best Alternative To a Negotiated Agreement. 

(BATNA) This is a significant issue. The better your BATNA, the more leverage and 

power you will enjoy.  

 

Proposals  

Try to select an option that satisfies your interest, particularly one better than your 

BATNA.  

�  Aspirations: countries that begin with realistically high aspirations often enjoy 

better agreements. Realistic aspirations are bound however, by standards of 

fairness and the other's BATNA.  

�  Content with: what agreement, far from perfect, would satisfy my basic interests 
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to make me reasonably content?  

�  Live with: What agreement would satisfy my interests marginally better than my 

BATNA?  

 

 

 

Techniques From Other MUNers 

�  Dress appropriately, business attire is in order. 

�  Remember that is not your opinion you are expounding but the country you 

have been assigned to represent. 

�  Be willing to continuously improve and refine your capabilities. 

�  Do mock trials with your team members and neighbouring teams. 

�  Technique matters - so practice it. 

�  Be aware of different political perspectives - East vs. West, North vs. South. 

�  Compromise is an art, treat it that way. 

�  Get hooked on MUN, this will change your life. 

�  Learn from your experience. 

�  Mistakes happen - don't worry. 

�  Hold a debriefing session each evening with your team to discuss things that 

worked and things that did not. This can also keep the team spirit going after a 

long day of work, which might seem discouraging at some points. 

�  The Board is there to guide you, approach them if you need assistance. 

�  Keep a record of your feedback and plan for improvement. 

�  You can never be too prepared. 

�  Congratulate your team members (and other delegates!) on their contributions to 

the team and the conference. 
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Guidelines for BSEC Ministerial Declaration Writing  
 

General Research and Advisory Delegate Information7 

As soon as you receive your country assignment, you should begin your research. You 

may divide your research into three categories:  

�  Research on the history of the BSEC Organisation, on the structure and 

functioning of its bodies, on the role that it plays in Regional Politics, especially 

in relation to the European Union. 

�  Research on your assigned country’s background, its political and economic 

system, political structure and current political affairs, its culture and values. 

�  Research on your assigned country’s policies with regard to the certain topic, on 

country’s viewpoints in all relevant issues. 

Bear in mind that many of your sources may be biased. If possible, try to find 

independent confirmation of the information you have obtained, from more than one 

source. Moreover, when gathering information it is important to distinguish between 

opinions and facts. Facts are used to support opinions. Whenever possible use facts to 

support your arguments. Eventually, you will be presenting an opinion and must defend it 

against other opinions, thus it is crucial for you to be familiar with different viewpoints 

and opinions on your topic. Become familiar with arguments that are different from the 

one your country is likely to take on your topic. Remember, it is up to you to decide which 

particular points you want to focus on in your own arguments and this decision needs to be 

guided by your country's position. Bear in mind that you should speak in the name of the 

country that you are representing. Study already adopted decisions on your topic to find 

out what issues tend to be discussed when your topic is debated. 

 

Here are some common Internet resources to help you get started:  

�  Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organisation official website. 

http://www.bsec-organization.org/Pages/homepage.aspx 

�  European Commission Transport Policy on the Motorways of the Sea. 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/maritime/motorways_sea/motorways_sea_en.htm 

�  International Centre for Black Sea Studies. http://www.icbss.org/ 

�  The Permanent Missions of the United Nations member states. 

������������������������������������������������������������
7 This document was inspired by and based on the "Guideline for Communique Writing" of ThessISMUN 

(www.thessismun.org).�



RhodesMRC 2010 – Black Sea Economic Co-operation Guide  
�

�
Web Version 1.1 - © 2010 by the House of Europe in Rhodes. All Rights Reserved. Page 54/65 

Last update: 28/09/2010 

�

http://www.un.org/en/members/index.shtml  

�  The USA Department of State as well as the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

websites contain country profiles sections. www.state.gov and www.fco.gov.uk  

�  The Central Intelligence Agency (World Factbook) website, contains reports on 

economic, political and social conditions of most of the countries in the world. 

www.cia.gov  

�  The International Crisis Group website. www.icg.org  

Finally, if you have tried these different resources and still face difficulties finding 

information, you may ask for help from the RhodesMRC Board.  

Furthermore it is of critical importance to: 

�  Review the RhodesMRC Rules of Procedures for the Council of Ministers. 

These rules are intended to create a level playing field allowing each 

delegate/country to accomplish their individual goals in speaking about their 

policies while maximizing opportunities for the group to reach consensus on the 

issue. 

�  Remember it is not your opinion you are illustrating and defending, but the 

country’s you are representing. The Secretary General of the Council, along 

with the Deputy Secretary General, will be responsible for the implementation 

of the official policy of each state by its representative in the Council. Delegates 

that diverge from their assigned country’s official policy will be advised towards 

the correction of their policy and provided with the appropriate material on this 

extent by the Secretary General of the Council. 

�  Be aware of different political perspectives.  

�  Attain a good knowledge of your allies and your opposition. In order to 

adequately represent your country during the model, you will need to interact 

with delegates from other countries. Knowing their positions on your topic will 

help you predict their arguments during debate. This will be very useful in 

helping you decide in advance where it might be useful to seek cooperation or 

compromise.  

�  Congratulate the members of your delegation (and fellow delegates representing 

different countries and viewpoints) on their contributions to the council 

sessions. 
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Ministerial Declaration Writing and Submission 

Ministerial Declarations are official documents that have been passed by the Council 

of Ministers aiming to address a particular problem or issue. Ministerial Declarations are 

actions of the BSEC submitted in draft form under the sponsorship of the delegations 

working in a council. Primarily, Declarations address the general concern, as well as 

particular worries, to a given situation and recommended action to be taken by the 

members of the BSEC. Ministerial Declarations are (only) considered to be binding for the 

member states, since they are adopted by consensus based on good faith and a strong 

concern for the common good.  

Draft Ministerial Declarations are Ministerial Declarations as they are drafted and 

passed in Council sessions that are taking place during the RhodesMRC Conference. The 

Ministerial Declarations have to be adopted in absolute consensus.   

It is important to acknowledge that in drafting a Ministerial Declaration wording will 

influence its acceptance among fellow delegates. The draft Ministerial Declarations should 

be clear and concise. Consequently, the better the substance of a Draft Ministerial 

Declaration is the higher the success of achieving consensus in the council session. The 

main aim of Ministerial Declaration writing is to put down ideas in a clear and concise 

manner in accordance with the provided format.  

 

A regular Ministerial Declaration of the BSEC has the following pattern: 

Draft Declaration 

The Heading, identifying the type of the meeting (Ministerial or Heads of State and 

Government Summit) in which the Declaration is introduced. 

�  Numbering: the sequel number of each Draft Declaration, presented by the 

Chairman-in-Office along with the submission of the Declaration by the Sponsor, i.e. 

Draft Ministerial Declaration. BS/ENM/MD/A1(07-09-2010), which indicates the first  

[1] Draft Ministerial Declaration [MD] , on topic Area A [A] , submitted in the BSEC 

Meeting of the Council of Ministers of Energy [BS/ENM], on the 7th of September 

2010. Respectively, in case there is a Draft Ministerial Declaration submitted in the 

Council of Ministers of Transport [TM] , it should be numbered as follows: 

BS/TM/MD/A1(07-09-2010). 
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Sample of a Draft Ministerial Declaration 

Draft BSEC Ministerial Declaration  

on/upon/with/concerning…[title of the Declaration] 

Rhodes, Greece, 7 October, 2010 

 

�  We, the Ministers of Energy of the BSEC Member States, having gathered in Rhodes 

on the 7th of October 2010, to discuss…   

�  At our meeting today… 

�  We are committed to the continuing success of the Euro-Mediterranean 

Partnership… 

�  We welcome the adoption… 

�  We fully support the negotiations… 

�  We strongly condemn terrorism… 

�  In response to the call by the government of … 

�  We welcome the initiative... 

�  We express our concerns about … 

�  We express / our deep appreciation… 

�  We fully agree with the statements… 

�  We recognize the need/ the importance… 

�  We reaffirm our determination… 

�  We reiterate our commitment to the… 

Each clause is numbered (1-…).  All the clauses end with dot. Each clause may contain 

more than one sentence.  

 

Amendments   

After Draft Ministerial Declarations have been submitted to the Council for 

discussion, they may be modified through changes known as amendments, suggested by 

the delegates of the Council, representing adjusted perspectives or proposals on the topic 

under discussion. Phrasing and purpose of the amendment should complement the Draft 

Ministerial Declaration.   

There are two types of amendments as outlined in the Rules of Procedure as well: 

�  Non Substantive Amendments, correcting grammatical, spelling or formatting 

mistakes will be automatically adopted without vote from the Council, at the 

discretion of the Chairman-in-Office.  
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�  Substantive Amendments, which are due to change the substantial meaning of 

the Ministerial Declaration shall be unanimously adopted by the Council. 

 

Reports of the Meetings of the Council of Ministers 

All Declarations having been adopted by consensus during the various Meetings of 

the Council of Ministers (Energy, Transport) are notified, through a Report to the next 

scheduled Meeting of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs. This Report should not 

be confused with the Declaration of the Council. The Reports have a 

procedural/informative character, aiming to update the Council of Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs with the latest developments and decision, concerning specific issues and areas of 

cooperation of the BSEC Member States.  

This Report summarizes the most important minutes of the Meeting and is adopted by 

consensus. A Draft Report is prepared by the Chairmanship of the Council and is 

distributed to the Members of the Council. Although consensus is needed for the adoption 

of this Report, introducing such a Report is supposed to be a non-debatable procedural 

matter. The Chairman-in-Office will decide whether the Report is going to be distributed 

to the Council or He/She will automatically approve its adoption, depending on the 

available time between the adoption of the Draft Declaration and the Adjournment of the 

Session.  
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Rhodes Model Regional Co-operation 2010 Guide 

 

Rhodes Model Regional Co-operation 2010 (therefore RhodesMRC 2010) is an 

MUN-like simulation dedicated to Regional International Government Organization. It is 

being organized by the House of Europe in Rhodes with organizing partners the 

Municipality of Rhodes, the Postgraduate Studies Programme “Political, Economic 

and International Relations in the Mediterranean” of the Department of Mediterranean 

Studies of the University of the Aegean in Rhodes and the International Centre for 

Black Sea Studies, while it is supported by the Prefecture of Dodecanese and the 

Rhodes Bar Association. 

Furthermore, RhodesMRC 2010 is affiliated with the Thessaloniki International 

Model United Nations (ThessISMUN), the Dresden elbMUN 2010, the Israel 

International Model United Nations (ISRAMUN 2010) and Model United Nations of 

Seoul Summit 2010 (MUNOS 2010). 

RhodesMRC 2010 is governed by three bodies: 

�  The Organizing Committee 

�  The Scientific Committee 

�  The Board 

 

Organizing Committee 

The Organizing Committee is responcible for all organizational matters including but 

not limited to evaluation of applications, program drafting, material, marketing, 

accommodation, transportation, social events a.o. 

The members of the Organizing Committee are: 

�  Michael G. KAVUKLIS 

Head of the Organizing Committee, Secretary General of RhodesMRC 2010, 

Member of the Board of the House of Europe in Rhodes  

�  Anna HARITOU 

President of the House of Europe in Rhodes  

�  Marilena SOKIANOU 

Secretary of the House of Europe in Rhodes  
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�  Lee MINAIDIS 

On behalf of the Municipality of Rhodes, Advisor of the Mayor on International 

Relations  

�  Nikolaos MERTZANIDIS 

Member of the Board of RhodesMRC 2010  

�  Stefanos KATSOULIS 

Member of the Board of RhodesMRC 2010 

 

Scientific Committee 

The Scientific Committee is supervising the adoption of the final agenda, the rules of 

procedure, the guidelines and the study guides as drafted by the board, by making remarks, 

corrections, providing directions and suggestions. 

The Scientific Committee consists of: 

�  Ioannis VALINAKIS, Professor of International Relations, University of Athens - 

former Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic Republic 

�  Paroula NASKOU-PERRAKI, Professor of International Law, University of 

Macedonia, Thessaloniki 

�  Ioannis SEIMENIS, Professor of International Relations, University of the 

Aegean, Rhodes (Director of Master's Program on "Political, Economic and 

International Relations in the Mediterranean and former President of the Dept. of 

Mediterranean Studies) 

�  Dimitrios TRIANTAFYLLOU, Director of the Center for European Studies, Kadir 

Has University, Istanbul 

�  Emmanouela DOUSI, Assistant Professor, National & Kapodistrian University of 

Athens 

�  Richard STOCK, Director General of Robert Schuman European Centre 

(European House in Scy-Chazelles), Vice President of the European Network for 

Education and Training e.V. 

�  Thomas GOLTZ, Department of Political Science, Montana State University, 

Bozeman, Montana 
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Board 

The Board is responcible for drafting the agenda, the study guides, the rules of 

procedure and the guidelines and running the simulation. 

The Board of RhodesMRC 2010 consists of: 

�  Secretary General: Michael G. KAVUKLIS  

o Deputy Secretary General: Andreas GUIDI  

o Deputy Secretary General: Maria BROKOU  

�  Union for the Mediterranean  

o President: Nikolaos MERTZANIDIS  

o Co-president: Vasilis PALIGIANNIS  

o Co-president: Zafeiris TSIFTZIS  

�  Black Sea Economic Co-operation Organization  

o Chairman-in-office: Stefanos KATSOULIS  

o Secretary General: Erifyli NOMIKOU  
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Official Program 

Hour Description Place 

Wednesday, October 6 th 

17:00-18:30 Registration City Hall of Rhodes 

18:30-19:45 Tour at the conference area – Team Building City Hall of Rhodes 

20:00-21:30 Opening Ceremony Municipal Theatre 

21:30- Welcome reception Municipal Theatre 
   

Thursday, October 7 th 

09:00-11:00 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break City Hall of Rhodes 

11:30-13:30 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break City Hall of Rhodes 

14:30-16:30 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 

16:30-17:00 Coffee Break City Hall of Rhodes 

17:00-18:30 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 
   

20:30-22:00 Lecture on Colossus of Rhodes “Aktaion” 
   

Friday, October 8 th 

09:00-11:00 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break City Hall of Rhodes 

11:30-13:30 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break City Hall of Rhodes 

14:30-15:00 Group Photo City Hall of Rhodes 

15:00-16:30 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 

16:30-17:00 Coffee Break City Hall of Rhodes 

17:00-19:00 Committee sessions City Hall of Rhodes 
   

Saturday, October 9 th 

09:00-19:00 Tour of the island of Rhodes -�
   

Sunday, October 10 th 

10:00-12:00 Closing Ceremony & Reception House of Spain�

12:00-14:00 Tour at the Palace of Grand Magister ��

All entries noted with light orange color are obligatory to obtain the final certificate. 

All entries noted with light green color are optional. 

The “UfM” will convene at the Hall of the City Council and the “BSEC” at the Protocol Hall 
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Useful Information about Rhodes 

 

Telephone Numbers 

�  European Emergency Number: 112 (applicable in EU states) 

�  Municipality of Rhodes 

Phone Center: (0030) 2241046200 

�  Rhodes General Hospital 

Phone Center: (0030) 2241080000 

Emergency Number: 166 (applicable inside Greece) 

�  Police 

Emergency Number: 100 (applicable inside Greece) 

Rhodes Department: (0030) 2241023849, 2241044140 

Airport Department: (0030) 2241082882 

Traffic Division: (0030) 2241044132 

Security Division: (0030) 2241023294 

Tourism Division: (0030) 2241027423 
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�  Fire Department 

Emergency Number: 199 (applicable inside Greece) 

Forrest Fire Center: 191 (applicable inside Greece) 

Phone Center: (0030) 2241023333, 2241023334 

�  Rhodes Port Authority: (0030) 2241022220, 2241028888 

�  Greek National Tourism Organization 

Phone Center: (0030) 2241044330 

�  Prefecture of Dodecanese 

Phone Center: (0030) 2241346500 

�  Rhodes Customs Service 

Secretariat: (0030) 2241027358 

�  Greek National Tourism Organisation (EOT) 

1, Ethnarhou Makariou Str. and Papagou Str. 

Phone center: (0030) 2241044330 

Information: 171 (applicable inside Greece) Url: www.gnto.gr 

�  Rhodes Hotel Association 

3, Plotarchou Blessa Sq., Rhodes 

Tel.: (0030) 2241074559, 2241074555, 2241070780, 2241033230, 2241070790 

1, Karpathou Str., Rhodes 

Tel.: (0030) 2241074558 

Airport "Diagoras", Paradeisi 

Tel.: (0030) 2241082525, 2241082527, 2241098140 

Url: www.rodosisland.gr 

�  Association of Apartments to let Owners 

69, Str. Zisi Str., Rhodes 

Tel.: (0030) 2241030842, 2241021514 

Url: www.blueislands.gr 

�  Tourism Agencies Association 

14, Karpathou Str., Rhodes 

Tel.: (0030) 2241034865, 2241075724 

�  TAXI Call Phone: 

Calls from the city of Rhodes: (0030) 2241069800 

Calls outside of the city of Rhodes: 2241069600 

�  Municipal Transportation Company "RODA" 
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Tel. (0030) 2241026300, 2241024129 

�  KTEL Rodou (Long-distance bus service) 

Tel. (0030) 2241027706, 2241075134. 

 

Websites to visit: 

�  rhodes.online – www.rhodes.com.gr 

�  Rhodos Hotel Association – www.rodosisland.gr 

�  Rhodes Guide – www.rhodesguide.com 

�  Discover Rhodes – www.discover-rhodes.com  

�  Rodos Night Life – www.rodosnightlife.com  

�  Rodos.com – www.rodos.com 

�  Rodos Events – www.rodosevents.gr 

�  Rhodos Travel - www.rhodos-travel.com 

�  Rhodes – The sun island - www.rhodos-info.de 

�  Rhodes in Greece - www.rhodesingreece.com 

�  Municipality of Rhodes – www.rhodes.gr 
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